From Systematic Theology to Biblical Theology

Systematic Theology takes the content of the entire Bible
and divides it into various “systems” or subjects, such as the
Doctrine of God, the Doctrine of Angels, The Doctrine of
Man, The Doctrine of Revelation (Scripture), and the Doctrine

of Salvation, to name a few.

Because we believed that a more narrative,
chronological approach to Bible teaching
would be more understandable in our tribal
context, we delayed teaching theology in this
systematic way for many years—in fact, until
last year.

Biblical Theology

With Systematic Theology behind us, it's B%
now time to tackle Biblical Theclogy. Biblical
Theology studies the same wonders of God
and His plan in Scripture, but it does it in an
unfolding way, as if we were actually living out
the chronology of Genesis to Revelation one
book at a time, one revelation of God at a time,
one period of salvation history at a time, from
beginning to end.

Systematic Theology can be likened to a
huge, detailed map on the internet, a map that
divides and categorizes every aspect of your
trip from, say, Chicago to Seattle. Every
restaurant along the way is already listed under
the “Restaurants” category, including its exact
location and menu. Click on an icon and you'll
see every gas station and rest stop and hotel
and hospital and scenic view and garage from
Chicago to Seattle. You can see your entire trip
from beginning to end in one detailed map.

But no map can take the place of actually taking the
journey itself from beginning to end! And that's what
Biblical Theology is: getting in the car and starting the trip!

The fact is, God didn't drop a Systematic Theology book
from heaven. He didn't give us a concordance that lists every
verse in the Bible under every subject in theology. Instead He
gave us a story. Biblical Theology traces that story as if we
were experiencing God's gradual unfolding of Himself and His
plan from Genesis 1 onward. Rather than dividing the Bible
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into subjects, Biblical Theology notices prominent themes that
keep rising and falling in God's salvation story.

In his soon-to-be-published textbook on Biblical Theology
for Cambodia, our colleague and Old Testament prof, Jeremy
Farmer, has isolated 10 major Old Testament themes (and
many more minor ones) that we will be looking for in the
biblical story line, themes like The Presence of God, The Word
of God, Deminion, Land, Offspring, Salvation (and
Judgment), and Opposition. (See picture to left,)

As Jeremy was penning his book this year and
sending me chapter after chapter to read, | found
God looming larger and larger in my mind and
heart, and the Old Testament growing smaller—
that is, more understandable and less formidakle.
This is our goal for this session, that God and his
amazing story of mercy would increase, and that
the pastors and future pastors and Bible translators
would begin to see that the Old Testament is a
book that is meant to be read, understood,
relished, and taught. Pray to this end.

(Perhaps you'd like to help with the expenses
of Pastors School. Cost of meals for 80 people for
the week is around $1200, a real bargain. Printing
W a draft copy of the textbook for each student will
be around $200. Rent is $350. We do require
tuition of $10 a student. This pays for about half of
the Pastors School costs, and we rely on offerings
for the rest of the expenses. Already $700 has
been pledged. You can give online at
emuinternational.org, or send a check to the
address below. Thank you.)

God keeps answering your prayers

* God loves Bible translators. We asked you to pray for our
Bible-translator colleague who was suffering from debilitating
chronic fatigue. Others around the world joined you in prayer,
and five weeks ago God began to heal him. He's at around
100% now! What a miracle. Thank you for praying.

* Pray for me and two Tampuan colleagues as we preach
Creation-to-Christ at a remote Tampuan church in the
southeast corner of Ratanakiri. Praise God for Christians there!

* Pray for Kim who continues to mentor women every week.

JD and Kim Crowley, sent by Hampton Park Baptist Church via EMU International, 208 Roberts Rd., Taylors, Scuth Carclina, 20687



In March of this year, Steve and | traveled back to Nicaragua for our third trip to work along
side a Baptist church outside the town of Tipitapa in a community on the outskirts of a
landfill. This church also has an enrichment center which serves children three days per
week. They focus on reading and math skills and teach Bible lessons each week. The Lord
has given Steve and me a passion to use Life Skills Training to open physical and financial
opportunities for families in poor communities. Jesus said, “I am come that you might have
life and have it abundanty.” Part of abundant living in Christ is to CREATE using resources
that God has provided through His world. Part of abundant living in Christ is to WORSHIP
through WORK. Teaching simple life skills in this community has opened doors for women
and girls to create, and through that creation to provide for their family and be able to use
those resources to help others. The scriptural focus was Proverbs
31:30, “Let her own works praise her.”

Initially the trip’s main focus was to enrich the church’s established
sewing ministry, teach the teen girls how to make bracelets and
expand the bread ministry to making a yeast bread. Months before,
a sewing group in North Carolina had made dolls for the children.
Abby Saunders (pictured below) had painted faces on them. The
children in Nicaragua had stuffed the dolls, but they still needed %
clothes. The first two days while in Nicaragua, the women made b
doll clothes. It started out very simple, and then eventually the

women began to take the simple

and make it more complex, rafting in details to show off their
learned skill. They showed such pride in their creation,
honoring God in their ability to DO and to CREATE.

The bracelet making project was so simple but practical.
Abby Saunders (left) and Sarah Hofheinz, both of which
claim to be my adopted daughters, helped put patterns of
bracelets together. Baggies of beads were assembled
stateside and a copy of the pattern was inserted in the bag,
creating a set. The girls in Solidaridad picked up the skill
quickly. They created bracelets and had the opportunity to
either keep the bracelet or sell it to me. All of them chose to
sell their bracelet to me showing us their desire to earn
money from their labor. In addition to beaded bracelets,
Abby and | taught bracelet weaving. Everyone enjoyed
learning to create with their hands.

Breadmaking was such a precious time of working and learning
together with the young women. | taught a basic yeast recipe the
first day, a sweeter rendition the second day, and the women were
enjoying it so much that they asked to learn how to make pizza
dough on the third day and pizza rolls on the fourth. What a treat it
was to enjoy eating bread together. We spoke about the Bread of
Life and the Old Testament passover command to throw out the old
YEAST. They understood the New Testament connection to getting
rid of sin and living righteously within their community. It was




through these moments of teaching that we formed friendships
and relationships with the women and girls.

Steve’s focus on the trip was to assist in the purchase of a vehicle
for the church and school ministry along with helping to build and
install a kitchen which would be used by the church to prepare
meals and serve the community needs. He, Jamie Saunders and
a few other men built kitchen cabinets from scratch. The
community boys were curious and wanted to watch and help.
Their interest created a new opportunity for the men to teach the
boys elementary carpentry skills. Soon nearly ten boys were
sanding cabinet doors and using the drill to secure pieces.
Eventually Steve began to gather up scraps and teach them how
to hammer a nail. This morphed into teaching the boys how to build boxes, and the intense
building began. We didn’t have enough scraps for all of
the children to build their OWN box. Those that
completed one, like Angel (left), showed a sense of
accomplishment. The carpentry opportunity opened up
other doors. The men spoke about Jesus who was a
carpenter. Other older
teens who stood in the
distance most of the
time actually asked to
create their own box. It
has been difficult over
the last few visits to
reach the older teens
who are uninvolved but
curious. They are not in
school, have no employment and are likely in gangs. They
need the Lord.

For many months we have been praying that the Lord
would open up opportunities tc plan Life Skills Training
opportunities with the boys and older teens. This
spontaneous opportunity erupted completely by
chance. . .by chance in our eyes. . .but just as the Lord had planned.

We are grateful for the opportunities over the last year to work in Nicaragua. Unfortunately,
because of civil unrest, our scheduled summer trip has been postponed. Currently we are
looking at opportunities in Honduras and look forward to returning to Central America. Many
of you have prayed and others have supported our mission trips there. We always minister
alongside local churches and pastors so that those reached with the Gospel can continue to
be discipled in a local church.

Please continue to pray for us and consider supporting the Lord’s work in Central America.

Steve and Celeste (Crowley) Bailey



Timeless Truths and Publications Compiled
By Dale Crowley, Jr.

THE HISTORY AND CONDEMNATION OF SODOMY (HOMOSEXUALITY)
IN THE BIBLE

What follows is the WORD OF GOD: not the opinions of Dale Crowley Jr., or any man.
Homosexuals' dispute is with God, not man. It is clear. Make no mistake.

1. The men of Sodom were practicing homosexual acts, sexual perversion.

(Genesis And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah
18:20 is great, and because their sin is very grevious

Genesis Where are the men which came in to thee this night?

19:5 Bring them out unto us that we may know them.

2. The Law of Moses, inspired by God, condemns homosexuality.

Leviticus Thou shalt not lie with mankmd as with womankind. It is
18:22, abomination. . . . That the land spew not yvou out also, when
28,29 ye defile it, as it spewed out the nations that were before you.

For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the
souls that commit them shall be cut off from among the people.

Leviticus If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman,
20:13 both of them have committed an abomination: they shall
surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.

Deuter- There shall be no whore of thé daughters of Israel, nor
onomy a sodomite of the sons of Israel. Thou shalt not bring the
23:17-18 hire of a whore, or the price of a dog [socdomite?] into the
house of the Lord thy Geod for any vow: for even both of these
are abomination unto the Lord thy God. (Nete: The Hebrew word for "whore"
in these verses means "female homosexual." It seems to be clear, therefore,
that "dog" means male homosexual and "whore" means female homosexual.)

Deuteronomy 27:21 condemns sex with animals, one of the many filthy homosexual acts.
3. A horrible instance of fornication and homosexual aects is recorded in Judges chapter 19.

4. Three kings rid the land of homosexuals--Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Josiah.

I Kings And there were also sodomites in the land: and they did according to all the
14:24 abominations of the nations which the Lord cast out before the children of Israel.
I Kings And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord . . . and he took
15:11-12  away the sodomites out of the land.

I Kings And the remnant of the sodomites which remained in the days of hl‘; father
22:46 Asa, he [Jehoshaphat| took out of the land.

IT Kings And he [Josiah] brake down the houses of the sodomites, that were by the
23:7 house of the Lord.

i. The prophets cited Sodom and Gomorrah and their sin of homosexuality as an example of
the judgment of God. See Deut 29:23, Isa. 1:9,10, 3:9, 13:19, Jer. 23:14, 49:18,
50:40, Lam. 4:6, Eze. 16:46-50, Amos 4:11, Zeph. 2:9.

5-_D_U1"._Ls?z.@._.f.-zi_t.cﬁ,inﬂem and Gomorrah as examples of sin and judgment.

Matthew Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and
10:15 Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city. (Also Matt. 11:24, Lk. 10:12)
Luke Rut the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone
17:29 from heaven, and destroyed them all.

over —



7. Four inspired Apostles condemned homosexuality--Paul, Peter, Jude, and John.

Romans Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own
1:24,26, hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves [sodomy]. For this
27, 31 cause God gave them up unto vile affections [sodomy]: for even their women

did change the natural use into that which is against nature. And likewise the
men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward
another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in them-
selves that recompense |disease, misery] of their error which was meet [ap~
propriate, deserved]| . . . without natural affection [sodomy].

Romans 9:2 Paul eites Isaiah 13:19

I Cor- Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
inthians Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
6:0 effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind [male in bed with a male] .

I Timothy The law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient,
1:9-10 for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane . . . for them that
defile themselves with mankind {sodomy].

I Timothy In the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their
3:1-3 own selves . . . without natural affection |sodomy].

IT Peter Turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them with an
overthrow, making them an example unto those that after should live ungodly .

Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them in like manner,
giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh [sodomy],
are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of cternal fire.

Revelation For without are dogs [sodomites?], and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
22:15 murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever liveth and maketh a lie.
22 ... THE GOOD NEWS

God can forgive, save, and transform sinners of all kinds: Fornicators, adulterers,
abortionists, murderers, drunkards, swearers, liars, sodomites, whores -all.

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. Old things are passed
away; behold all things are become new." II Corinthians 5:17

" . . . and such (see I Corinthians 6:9, above) were some of you." [ Cor. 6:1]



