Some Wonderful Truths

(and a few not-so-wonderful errors, too)
Concerning the First Coming of Qur Lord Jesus Christ

Errors and Deceptions of Dispensational “T'eachings, by Dale Crowley Jr.=Part 9

Every Old Testament prophecy
concerning the mming af the Messiah
was fulfilled in the Iurth, Bife, death,
burial, and resurrection of our Lord
and Saviowr, the Messiah, ("Saviour”
means "Jesus”  "Messiah” means
"Chrast.,"} Most of my readers have
seen long lists of those C3d Testamient
prophecies and their Mew Testament
faliillomc s,

This truth—the truth of fulfilled
prophwecy—has certain protound impli-
cations which, 1 am » o sy, havve
escaped our 19k amd 20 contury dis-
pensational "theologins,"

Firan, foremost, and fundamentally,
it means that godly Old Testament
believers whio were hving when our
Lord was born underst those Old
Testament prophecies, amd that they
belicved that the newborn Baby was
the very fulfillment of those prophe-
des. Toput it another way. those "tran-
sition period” belisvers who kiew anc
wislerstood Old Testament doctring
alred rrex Belrewe that the newborn Balby
faed come ro eseabiish a plivsical andd
secelfar fewrsh kingdomn, over wikich
fHe worndd reign from ferusafom,

The zecond implication of the crnh
of fulfilled (d Testament messianic
prophecies is this: Today's dispensi-
tionalist wenchers and beliovers are in
apreement with those "transition pe-
|'i.-|_h:_]" |.||:||_m]i|;:\'|::|1~, whuts E:liuhl waedl Balae
hopes for a messiah who would estab-
Ii:t]=1 Brimmself as 2 physical, seculao king
over a physical, secular Isvacl. (Mow
they say. "His plan was rejected, so he
will return to reinstace bis kingship and
kingdom.”)

S0 this second werrible implication
of false dispensational teaching is that
o Lowrd Jesus Chist, the Saviourand
Mesaaah prophesicd in the (1d Testa-
mient el e come as “the Lamb of
Gl which taketh away the sin of the
world” (Jobn 1:29), to dic on the cross
angd shedd hig Dlood for our sins.

Soritis clear that today’s dispernsation-
atlists are o the sowe @de as New Tes-
tument e unbelievers :."i".'n:_ﬂ'ﬁ:".'n'-e"u".l it
He faned anotfer poreprose wliely was
Hfrwitrted fry ofve rejeceion of ungodly
fsraefites and fews,

Whet a travesty this steange dispen-
sational system of biblical interpreta-
L 15t

The True Hope
of Spiritual Believers
There are clear truchs revealed

abowt the bope of true believers in the
carly chapters of the Gospel narmative |
.. truths that are not at all what the dis-
pensationalists would have us believe.
Joseph and Mary

Joseph and Mary were devout stu-
dlents and belicvers of the (ld Testa-
ment. They were expecting aspittual
Saviour and Messiah. The angel said
to Joseph,”. .. thoushalt call bus name
JESUS: For he shall save his people
from their sins” (Matt, 1;21) The an-
el Gabriel described the coming Mes-
siah in detail: . . . aond thou shalde call
hig mame JESUS [SAVIOUR]. Heshall

be great, and shall be called the Son of

the Highest: and the Lord God shall
give untoe him the throne of his Eaher
Drevviedz soned B shgdl vedgm amer e Do
of Jacob for ever iLrLdK:."TH': andl of his
kingdom there shall be nocnd.” (Luke
1:31-35) Neither Joseph nor Mary, nor
il [:e:lsi;u:l wrilers evier douhied thae
these promises were fulfilled,
Zacharlas and Elisabeth

Facharias and Elisabeth were expec=
ing a sparitual Saveewr and Messiah.
Tﬁ:: angel of the Lord promised
Facharas concerning his :i-l.:-l'l}l:-ht:-"."'a1l:5
many of the children of srael shall be
tarn o the Lorgd their God o make
resecdy 2 I}u:-n le prepared for the Loed.”
(Lake 1:16,17) Qmn the oocasiom of
Aary's visitto Elisabeth, Elisabaeh said,
these things which were told ber from
ehe Lowd.” (Luke 1:45) There was
never any indication that cither
Zachariaz or Elizabeth was disap-
pointed that the promises to them that
theirson would be a major particpant
in God's plan of salvation had been
1]1":1.'!{':.'11.

Im his prophecy following the birth
of John, Zacharias expressed a spiri-
tual hope in very spiritual terms, such
as "redecmed his people,” "horn of sal-
wvation,” e saved ) "merey” "holv oov-
enant,” "being delivered,” "knowledge
of salvition unto his people by the re-
mnission of their sins,”" _
Ceoel,” "light to them that sit in dark-
ness,” and "the way of ]l::l.'.'l:'r:."
Lacharias definicly was ot looking for
a E;lh}'xi-:'.'ll, :-ll.:l.'ul:!!l'_lr'.'-'i:-i]'l L'.i1'|ﬁl:[vl H11]

The Shepherds

The shepherds were given (o be-
liewve that aspiriteal Saviowr had comee.
They belicved the angel's announce-
ment ::-I'sjfu'jn|r|I.~=;|J~.'a[]m1."[ bringr you
good tidings of great joy, which shall
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"o there shall be a perlormance aof

I_|:'|:||:!|.'r METCY o o

b to all peeple. For unto you is barmn

this day in the dty of David a Saviour,

which is Chirist the Lord.™ {Luke 2:10-

117 Motice the words "to all people,”

It definitely was nota jewish kingdom

that God the Father had in mined,
Simeon and Anna

The "just and devout” man and
cighty-cight year old widow woman
who met the holy I'zuni[{ﬂi:l the temple
cight days after Jesus” hirth were not
looking bor a king overa physical, secu-
lar Isarel. These two devout, godly de-
soendants of Israel met the Bmily and
declaved thar the holy Infant was the
promised Cne of the Old Testament,

Simecn was "just and devout, wait-
ing for the consolation of Isracl.” Then
he ook himy wp in i arms, aod
Blesserd Gond, ansed saied, Loved now leteest
tfow iy servane depart in peace, ace
cording o iy word: for mine eyves
have seen thy salvation, wihich F.fl_u-:.l
st prepaved before the face of alf
e peapde; a gl o lghten the Gen-
iifes, and the glory ol ey precue f5-
raed, (Luke 2:25-52)

Anna the cighty-aght year old proph-
ctess conming i Hhat instant gave Ly ks
Fleewise wnter the Loved, aind spake of
Farary tor il thersr ehat fooked for recenp-
tren dp Jerusalens, (Luke 2:08)

These two good, godly descendants
of Tsracl were being true to their Old
Testament heritage. They recogmizaed
Jehowah God's exproession of love, grace,
arul salvation in the nowhaorm Chist,
They definitely were not looking for a
physical secular Jewish kingdom.

John the Baptist

John the Baptist queoted the prophet
[satah when he announced the safvr-
ey of God in the person of Jesus
Christ, AN fesh shall see the safva-
o o ool (Lutke 3:6) AN the errols
of the earth shall see the salvation of
o ol (Tsaiah 52: 100 John the Bap-
tist had a proper understanding of Old
Testament scriptures and prophesies.
He defintely was not !m:-k'rni;r for 2
|r|'|':."_\ij|:';L|. sl king over a physical,
secilar Istiecl.

Our Lord Identifled Himself as a
Spiritual Saviour and Messlah

Jesus Himsel! preached to the Jews
of His day that the Old Testament
seriptures are dhey witch cestify of me.
{Jobn 3:389) He sid Rorther, For Ml
ye hefieved Moses, ye would have ie-
feved me; for fe wrote of me. (John
B:46) In other words, those who did
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Continued from page 3

not accept Him were not cven good
Joews, because they had alveady turned
their backs on the writings of Moscs!
50 the Jews who were looking for a
plvsical, secular king to rule over a
physical, secular Isvael did not under-
stangd the plan of Cod as revealed in
the (M Testament, just like today's
dispensationalises!

The Aposties Were Well Taught in the

Meaning of Ol Testament Prophesies

The Apcstle Peter would disagree
with texlays dispensationalizes. Follow-
ing the healing of the Lame man at the
Beautifnl Gave, Peter cited Old Tesia-
ment prophecies Sve fioves, and o
ance didd e teach a physcal, seeular
king over a physical, .-;t:cuI:Lrl_]c:wi:;h
kingdam. Tz sermon proves bevoned
any doubt that our Lord hud instrocied
Hiz disciples io the vroe, spaniteal pors

s of His coming.
Pml?um’:m‘:'mr'ﬂgi whtied Crend Defoare
fad showed by the moueh of aff fis
paplrets, it Gt shoold sl
fre feath o fielfiffed . .. Giod Rl spo-
dkorr By elre wrronefy el 2l fiolfy prepal
etssince the world began. For Moses
ereedy saved vt the fatfrers, A progpher
shafl the Lord your Cod raise up e
vou of vour Srethren .. every soul
el shall et Jrear el prreplier, shiall
e elesstirenyedd froum arnongr the peopde,
Vem, anvdd 3ld the prophets from Samed
snved Sleerse pivae follosy afver L Ve are
e cliildren of the prophets .. in thy
soeel shall wlf the Eirrelveds ol the earth
b essed, (Acts 30 18-25)

The Apostle Peter dearly was not
preaching that the Ismaclite and Jow-
ish descendants of Abrabam would
cnjoy a physical, secular kingdom
ruled over Iw o physical, secular mes-
siah. Today's dispensationalises would
sharply dizsagree with Perer,

Stephen

After quoting extensively from the
C¥d Testament, Stephen the martyr
accused the coningil schaodars of gl
lief and rebellion agsinst the teachings
of the Old Testament. He argued that
their refiesal of Jesus Chirist was con-
sistent with their refusal of the truths
of the Old Testament. Stephen did not
accuse them of rejecung a physical,
secular king over ]il':lt'l.tl.t[ of reject-
il:li.;[l'u:_' ?i:;l'l.'l:l:-1_|1'|::||':-5u|:u_'|::u. I ]1_"::|1'|_|1'|'|'||.'r|.
that God's temple was a0 spiritaal
wemple: Howheir the mast High
daelferf nor i .I'.:':H_lr,.l."gﬂ.\' riele el
hawvels: ios sauieh the propher, (Acs 7:48)

Srephen aocused the I|::|.:|::|E|:-_g'i:|.|::.~i
aned scholars of his day of rejectine—
not a physical. secular. l-.*.:nl.mrul
kirug—laur of "rfn-_fu,:i-: Crre ™ Fe
stiftnecked and vncircumcived i
freart and cars, ye do adways resist dhe

Hedy Cilversi; s yowr SBitlrers dvd s do
ye. Which of the prophers Bave o
Four fGthers persecesed?  and ey
favve slassr thes wihich sfowed bofore

af the coming of the fuse One; of

wiom pe fiave been pow the berray-
ers andd murderers. (Acts 7:51-53
The Jerusalem Council

Che ol the favorite chaprers of the
dispensationalists to overlook is Acts
15, Inthas pivotad chapter the Apostles
ol e Loasd, mﬁ'lir'l.g ir':Jd.;rl:L'-':.'l.ld.'l'l'l,{lin:l
indeed agree that the prophets proph-
esied a sparitual Saviour tor the whole
world, and a spiviteal King sitting on
a sparitual throne ruling over a spiri-
tual kingdom! Andd fo this agree the
wrrels enl e peopliels: aE 5 is Wi
rerr Afrer shis £ owill recmen, zed wilf
Beirled .a:g;u}.' Ehe iberriacle of D,
wiledr s Giffesr o, aeed T oild Breidfed
ageain e rains thereol, and £ will see
ot ape That the resielie of men mighi
seek alfer the Eoved, arred aff the fiene
eifes, dpon wiom my wame s called,
suelt the Lardl wher dfoeely 2l efrese
Eines (Acts 15:15-17)

Paul

The Apostle Paul preached the Gos-
pel ef this spivitaal kingdom fvom the
beginning to the end of his ministry,
and he proclimed our Lord Jesus
Christ as the "King cternal.” (1 Tim.
1:07) Mot one time did Paul cven so
pameeh s Bt dhe e Lol _|1.'.-11.=\.{.'|||'i.-1:
came to cstablish a physical, seeular
kingeboan, that he Fatled an His mission,
or that He decided to postpone it to
establish it at a later dae,

A great portion of the minisiey of
Paul was devoted to proving that Jesus
Christ was the fulfillment of the proph-
ecies of the Old Testamsent concern-
e the MMessiah,

He argued constantly that the Jows
of his day had misunderstood and re-
belled against the plain teachings of
the Old Testament scniptures, and as
aresule woere Blinded o the love ancd
grace of God revealed in our Lored
Jesus Christ. And Paul found that the
dleseendanes of Israel whom he couled
mast readily win to Christ were those
who feared Goxd and believed the €
Testament. InAntioch, for example,
these in the synapopue who believed
bei serrman o the ey links between
the Old Testament and the life, death,
.il.l:ll:! I'L'Hklrl'-l_ﬂ.':il::lrti Ij-r:tll I.ﬁr LT .‘u’l.'-ﬂl.
while those wh digd mot believe re-
o ned rebellious, fecise eftey Krnew
fim nat, nor yet the voices of e
prophets which are read every sab-
Bl el (Acts 15:27) Now wihen the
congregaiion wis broken up, many
af the fews and religious proselytes
Sellerwedd Paed aed Barmalas, wilio,

El

speaking fo them, persuaded them
for cogrdrnie fn e prace of o,
(s 12:45)

To this day, a Jew or descendant of
Fsrmed wlhe is proie w0 buis O0d Testament
heritage will come to Jesis Christ. But
those, like today's dispensationalists,
whe heldd False, unseripiural bopes for
a physical, secular king who would
reign over a physical, secular Israel,
cacd reent el

The Songwriters Were
Theologically Correct

We all lowe the beautiful mwsic that
speaks of the conmmg and bivth of our
Lord Jesus Christ, Many of the songs
refer to the newborn Messiah as Save
iour and King, The songawnters had
their theology right. Here e but a few
exampies:

Twas the bivthday of a King”

" Joy tothe world, the Lord is Come;
let carth receive her King.”

“Hark the herald angels sing, Glory
to the newhorn King.”

"Peace on carth, soodwill o men,
from heaven's all gracious King.”

"Silent night, holy night . . . Alleluja
tor o g,

"For the manger of Bethlehem
cratdles a King,"

"Praises sing 1o God the King, and
peace i men on earth.”

"Born a King on Bethlehem’s plaim,
ool | Binng to crown Him again, Ring
forever, ceasing never, Over us all w
reipn.”

"Borma Chiled, and ver a King, Bomn
to reigm in us forever, now Thy gra-
cious kingdom bring.”

"Come and worship, come anel
waorship, Worship Christ, the new.
b King.”

“Come, adore on bended knee
Chirist the Lovd, the newborn King.”

T hie j_-ijn;;-:Jl'killgh..'«ul.l'.'.'llil.m birimgs.
Lat lowving hearts enthrone Him, Thas,
this is Christ the Ring.”

"He surcly could have i, 'cause He
was the Ring."

Dispensationakist Temearity

Many, many more songs and hymns
of our Christian Baith make veforence
tey o Laorel _]1,'.~1|,|:~. {hrist as Kil]H. His
spiritual kingdom, and the spiriteal
purpose of His comming. e is King anel
[His kingdom has been established,

Wit temerity the dispensaiionalisis
possess b dispute the prophets, the
angels, the faith of Joseph, Mary,
Zacharias, Elisabeth, the shepherds,
Simeon, Anna, John the Baptist, our
Lord Himself, s Apostles, Stephen,

Ml angd hundrveds of songpwrters
through the centuries concerning the
spiritual purpose of our Lord’s First

aming!
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